THE BIBLIGAL BASIS FOR
OUR RESPONSIBILITY
T0 BE GOOD STEWARDS
OF GOD’S CREATION

Part 3:
The Future of Planet Earth
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The Bible seems to suggest that God will
one day completely destroy this earth and
then, at the Return of Jesus, make ‘a new
heavens and a new earth’. If everything is to
be totally destroyed in this way, why bother
looking after our environment now?
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Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”
for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and there was no longer any sea.
I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. (Rev 21:1-2)
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What could it mean?

Options:

1. Annihilation
2. Metaphor

3. Renewal
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Absolute discontinuity
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Absolute discontinuity

 Destruction of all things (2 Peter 3:10-12)
» ‘Passed away’ = Ceased to exist (Rev 21:1)
» Utilitarian Creation, entirely replaced
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Reasons to care for the earth:
1. Love for God

2. Self-interest

3. Love for our grandchildren
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